The Divorce Suit
always elected at the beginning of each session* Mr, Sexton
proposed, and Colonel Nolan seconded, the re-election of
Parnell, which was unanimously agreed to, and Parnell
thanked his followers for the renewal of their faith in him
and said he would continue to be their captain* As the
party dispersed, Sir William Harcourt met Mr. Pierce Mahony
and said:" You have done a nice thing. You have re-elected
Parnell after Mr. Gladstone's letter/* This was the first
announcement that any member of the Irish party, except
Mr. Justin McCarthy, received of the existence of such a
letter.
Mr. Morley arrived at the House of Commons " a little
after three," and saw Mr. Parnell in the lobby talking to a
group of his friends. " He came forward with much
cordiality* * I am very sorry/ he said, * that I could not
make an appointment, but the truth is I did not get your
message until I came down to the House, and then it was
too late/ " They went along to Mr. Gladstone's room, and
as they went Mr. Parnell casually informed Mr* Morley that
he had been re-elected to the leadership of the Irish party.
Mr. Morley, when they were in Mr. Gladstone's room, then
read Mr. Gladstone's letter to him* " As he listened, I
knew the look on his face quite well enough to see that he
was obdurate. The conversation did not last long* He said
the feeling against him was a storm in a teacup, and would
soon pass* I replied that he might know Ireland, but he
did not half know England; that it was much more than a
storm in a teacup; that if he set British feeling at defiance
and brazened it out, it would be ruin to Home Rule at the
election. * * . His manner throughout was perfectly cool
and quiet, and his unresonant voice was unshaken* He was
paler than usual, and now and then a wintry smile passed
over his face. * * * * Of course,* he said, as I held the door
open for him to leave, * Mr* Gladstone will have to attack
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